
Joint Meeting of the South Carolina Society for Philosophy 

and the North Carolina Philosophical Society 

 

February 26-27, 2010 

Queens University of Charlotte 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Friday, February 26 

Registration in Sykes Auditorium Lobby:  Friday, 12:30 - 2:00 p.m. 

Lower Level of Sykes Building 

(All coffee breaks will also be in this lobby.) 



Session I:  Friday, 2:00 - 5:00 p.m. 

Fri. 

2:00 - 5:00 

 

Session A: The Emergence of 

Logical Empiricism 

Location: Sykes 28 

Chair: Greg Oakes, 

Winthrop University 

 

 

Session B: Ethics 

Location: Sykes 222 

Chair: Eddy Souffrant, 

UNC Charlotte 

 

 

 

Session C: Metaphysics 

Location: Dana 202 

Chair: Malcolm Munson 

Greenville Technical College 

 

 

2:00 - 2:40 

 

Nathan Sasser 

University of South Carolina 

"Friedman Unfounded: Why Carnap’s 

Aufbau Was Never Intended to Be Neo-

Kantian" 

 

 

Brian Butler 

UNC Asheville 

"Moral Heuristics and Melioristic Moral 

Reasoning: Sunstein's Two Models of Moral 

Reasoning" 

 

 

David Taylor 

 

"Temporal Wholes and the Special 

Composition Question" 

 

 

2:45 - 3:25 

 

Brian Zaharatos 

University of South Carolina 

"Cultural Objects in Carnap's Aufbau: A 

Heideggerian Critique" 

**SCSP Graduate Essay Prize Winner** 

 

 

Joseph Mayes 

University of Wyoming 

"The Pavement on the Road to Hell:  Does 

Intention Never Directly Affect 

Permissibility?" 

 

 

 

Michael Veber 

East Carolina University 

On an Apparent Conflict between 

Freedom and the Reality of Future" 

 

 

 

3:25 - 3:35 Coffee Break in Sykes Lobby Coffee Break in Sykes Lobby Coffee Break in Sykes Lobby 

3:35 - 4:15 

 

Thomas Oberdan 

Clemson University 

"The Turning-Point: Schlick, Cassirer, 

and the Interpretation of Relativity"

 

 

 

 

Daniel Boisvert 

UNC Charlotte 

"Expressivism, Nondeclaratives, and Success 

Condition Semantics" 

 

 

 

 

Troy Catterson 

North Georgia College and State 

University 

"Sorting out the Sortals: A Fregean 

Argument for Essentialism" 

** NCPS Untenured Faculty Essay Prize ** 

 

4:20 - 5:00 

 

Michael Stoeltzner 

University of South Carolina 

"Parting the Ways on Concept" 

 

 

 

 

Chris Howard 

Brandeis University 

"Morality, Personal Relationships, and 

Conflict: A Response to Christine 

Korsgaard" 

 

 

Jamin Asay 

UNC Chapel Hill 

"Troubles for Truthmaking" 

 

 

 



 

Fri. 

2:00 - 5:00 

 

Session D: Action Theory 

Location: Dana 214 

Chair: Amy MacArthur 

High Point University 

 

 

Session E: Epistemology 

Location: Sykes 220 

Chair: John Gulley 

Winston-Salem State University 

 

 

 

Session F: Undergraduate Papers 

Location: Dana 302 

Chair: Nancy Williams 

Wofford College 

 

2:00 - 2:40 

 

Gerald Beaulieu 

East Carolina University 

"Explanatory and Normative Reasons 

for Action: A Synthesis 

" 

 

Erik Krag 

University of Tennessee 

"Coherentism and Belief Fixation" 

 

 

 

Heidi Hildeman 

University of Tennessee 

"Rejection of Pascal’s Wager" 

 

 

2:45 - 3:25 

 

Michael Pendlebury 

North Carolina State University 

"Acting for a Reason" 

 

 

Georgi Gardiner 

University of Edinburgh 

"Safety’s Swamp: The Value of Modal 

Stability" 

 

 

Alfred Peeler 

College of Charleston 

"Meta-ethical Relativism and the 

Conceptualization of Morality" 

 

3:25 - 3:35 Coffee Break in Sykes Lobby Coffee Break in Sykes Lobby Coffee Break in Sykes Lobby 

3:35 - 4:15 

 

Yu Izumi 

University of Maryland 

"Fine-Grained Events and Coarse 

Situations" 

 

 

Johannes Hafner 

North Carolina State University 

"Explanation by Mathematical Induction?"

 

 

 

John Helsel 

Furman University 

"MacIntyre and Liberalism: A Moderate Path 

to Resolving Moral Arguments?" 

 

4:20 - 5:00 

 

Joseph Ulatowski 

University of Nevada Las Vegas 

"Act Individuation: An Experimental 

Approach" 

 

 

 

 

 

Patrick Brissey 

University of South Carolina 

"Rickless’ Occult Faculty" 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jay Carlson 

Wofford College 

"Dialectic and Disagreement:  Bernard 

Lonergan in the Context of 20th Century 

Epistemology" 

** SCSP Undergraduate Essay Prize Winner ** 

 



 

 

Dinner:  Friday, 5:00 - 7:30 p.m. 

Trexler Building for the university dining hall.  

Otherwise, see the Restaurant Guide for the Queens University Area for recommendations. 

 

Keynote Address:  Friday, 7:30 - 9:00 p.m. 

Chair: Christian Miller (Wake Forest University) 

Location: Sykes Auditorium 

  

Dr. Michael Dickson 

University of South Carolina 

"Seeming is Believing?" 

 

Abstract: "Going back at least to Aristotle, there is a serious problem about what could count as 

evidence for metaphysical claims.  (I believe that the problem extends, in other forms, to other areas 

of philosophical inquiry, but I restrict my attention here to metaphysics.)  A popular contemporary 

approach is to appeal to intuition.  Some contemporary metaphysicians and epistemologists have 

offered a defense of this appeal.  I will consider, and reject, one such defense. Assuming that others 

should be rejected as well, we are left with the problem of how to approach metaphysics, how it 

might be possible (if it is possible) to engage in metaphysical inquiry without appeal to intuition as 

evidence.  I will offer a conception of inquiry that, I suggest, has this feature." 

 

Reception:  9:00 - 11:00 p.m. 

Location: Sykes Building Rotunda, Main Level 

 

 



Session II:  Saturday, February 27, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

 

Sat. 

9:00 - 12:00 

 

Session A: Continental 

Location: Sykes 28 

Chair: Julian Young 

Wake Forest University 

 

 

 

 

Session B: Time 

Location: Dana 110 

Chair: David Taylor 

 

 

 

 

 

Session C: Philosophy of 

Science, Cognitive Science, and 

Bioethics 

Location: Walker Science 107 

Chair: David Meeler, 

Winthrop University 

 

9:00 - 9:40 

 

Joe Frank Jones 

Barton College 

"Heidegger and Derrida:  The Aporia of 

Eschatology" 

 

 

 

Peter Stenberg 

University of South Carolina 

"Time, Eternity, and the Order of 

Creation: Augustine and the 

Phenomenological Question of Time" 

 

 

Renjie Yang 

University of South Carolina 

"Can The Causal Markov Assumption Be 

Violated? 

 

 

9:45 - 10:25 

 

David Hammond 

High Point University 

"Kant, Lonergan and the Completion of 

the Turn to the Subject" 

 

 

Greg Oakes 

Winthrop University 

"The Reality of Non-Present Times" 

 

 

 

Christian Hipp 

Newberry College 

"Demarcating Science" 

 

 

10:25-10:35 Coffee Break in Sykes Lobby Coffee Break in Sykes Lobby Coffee Break in Sykes Lobby 

10:35 - 11:15 

 

Michael Lee Thompson 

University of South Florida 

"A Kantian Form of Libertarianism?  

From Heidegger’s Critique to the 

Kantian Solution" 

 

 

Richard Gawne 

Western Michigan University 

"Now and the Present: An Essay on the 

Semantics of Tense" 

 

 

 

Michele Merritt 

University of South Carolina 

"The Cure for the Cure: Googling the 

Extended Mind" 

 

 

11:20 - 12:00 

 

Peter Dennis 

University of Reading 

"A Tension in Being and Time §44" 

 

 

Bryan Roberts 

University of Pittsburgh 

"How to Time-Reverse a Quantum System"

 

 

Anton Tupa 

University of South Carolina 

"What Is It to Have a Future-Like-Ours?" 

 



Sat. 

9:00 - 12:00 

 

Session D: Philosophy of 

Language 

Location: Walker Science 120 

Chair: Daniel Boisvert 

UNC Charlotte 

 

 

Session E: Political 

Philosophy 

Location: Sykes 222 

Chair: Justin Weinberg 

University of South Carolina 

 

 

Session F: Undergraduate Papers 

Location: Sykes 224 

Chair: Eric Mullis 

Queens University 

 

 

9:00 - 9:40 

 

Patrick Rardin 

Appalachian State University 

"On Exemplification" 

 

 

 

Jonathan Miles 

Bowling Green State University 

"A Defense of Free Speech based on 

Intellectual Virtue" 

 

 

Robert Duncan 

Lenoir-Rhyne University 

"Alasdair MacIntyre on Agency" 

 

 

9:45 - 10:25 

 

Sarah McCulley 

Ohio University 

"Davidson’s Semantical Primitives and 

Why They Cannot Work" 

 

 

Edward Song 

Louisiana State University 

"Acceptance, Fairness and Political 

Obligation" 

 

 

Alexandra Elfner 

UNC Wilmington 

"The Deception of the Mental: Davidson’s 

Untenable Thesis on Mental Events" 

 

10:25-10:35 Coffee Break in Sykes Lobby Coffee Break in Sykes Lobby Coffee Break in Sykes Lobby 

10:35 - 11:15 

 

Anne Bezuidenhout 

University of South Carolina 

"Conversational Implicatures and 

Discourse Coherence" 

 

 

 

Barbara Levenbook 

North Carolina State University 

"How to Hold the Social Fact Thesis—a 

Reply to Greenberg and Toh" 

 

 

 

Bo-Shan Xiang 

Wake Forest University 

"Socrates’ Use for the Afterlife Myths in 

The Apology, The Gorgias, and The 

Republic" 

 

11:20 - 12:00 

 

Brendan Murday 

Ithaca College 

"Definite Descriptions and Semantic 

Pluralism" 

 

 

Jamie Steele 

Georgia Southern University 

"Oikos versus Polis: Aristotle and Plato 

on Citizenship in the State" 

 

 

Leah Townsend 

UNC Chapel Hill 

"Morality, Moore, Psychopaths, and Yellow: 

Proposing a moral acquisition device" 

 

 

Lunch: 12:00 - 1:30 p.m. 

Trexler Building for the university dining hall. 

The SCSP will hold its business meeting during lunch in Trexler dining hall. 

 



Session III:  Saturday, 1:30 - 4:30 p.m. 

 

Sat. 

1:30 - 4:30 

 

Session A: Ethics 

Location: Sykes 28 

Chair: Anton Tupa 

University of South Carolina 

 

 

Session B: Philosophy of Mind

Location: Sykes 222 

Chair: Richard Combes 

University of South Carolina Upstate 

 

 

Session C: History of 

Philosophy 

Location: Dana 202 

Chair: Michael Funk 

Deckard, Lenoir-Rhyne University 

 

1:30 - 2:10 

 

Justin Weinberg 

University of South Carolina 

"When Is Moral Hazard Hazardous?" 

 

 

 

Jack Kwong 

Appalachian State University 

"Aliefs and Belief-Discordant Behaviors"

 

 

 

David Landy 

San Francisco State University 

"Descartes’ Compositional Theory of 

Mental Representation" 

 

2:15 - 2:55 

 

Anthony Marc Williams 

College of Charleston 

"Forgiveness Frankfurt Style" 

 

 

 

Julia Krause 

Johns Hopkins University 

"Evans' Informational Content: The 

Animal Argument and Egocentric Space"

 

 

Emily Kelahan 

UNC Chapel Hill 

"Hume: What's the Big Idea?" 

** NCPS Graduate Essay Prize Winner * 

 

2:55 - 3:05 Coffee Break in Sykes Lobby Coffee Break in Sykes Lobby Coffee Break in Sykes Lobby 

3:05 - 3:45 

 

Hui-Min Lin 

National Chung Cheng University 

"The Paradox of Desert" 

 

 

 

Jesse Steinberg 

University of Pittsburgh at Bradford 

"Is Belief a Propositional Attitude?" 

 

 

 

Caleb Colley 

University of South Carolina 

"How Are Pleasure and Happiness Related 

in Aristotle's Nichomachean Ethics?" 

 

3:50 - 4:30 

 

Leonard Kahn 

United States Air Force Academy 

"Conflict, Regret, and Morality" 

 

 

James Blackmon 

San Francisco State University 

"Searle's Wall" 

 

 

Stephen Puryear 

North Carolina State University 

"Leibniz on the Metaphysics of Color" 

 



Sat. 

1:30 – 4:30 

 

Session D: Special Session on 

continental Philosophy of 

Religion 

Location: Dana 302 

Chair: John Whitmire 

Western Carolina University 

 

 

Session E: Undergraduate 

Papers 

Location: Sykes 224 

Chair: Davis Kuykendall 

UNC Charlotte 

 

 

 

Session F: Epistemology 

Location: Dana 110 

Chair: Jim Griffis 

University of South Carolina Upstate 

 

 

 

1:30 - 2:10 

[Panel session times are subject to 

adjustment.] 

J.F. Humphrey, panelist 

North Carolina Agricultural and 

Technical State University 

"Socrates' Wisdom" 

 

 

 

William Brady 

UNC Chapel Hill 

"Unjustified Veridical Memory-Belief" 

** NCPS Undergraduate Essay Prize 

Winner** 

 

 

 

Jason Decker 

Carleton College 

"Quining Quarrels: Indifference  

and Deep Agnosticism" 

 

 

2:15 - 2:55 

 

Mark Wells, panelist  

Montreat College 

"How do you Beat Socrates at his own 

Game?  Aporia, Truth and the Eternal in 

the Philosophical Fragments" 

 

 

Ian Cruise 

Louisana State University 

"Klosko on Fairness:  Obligation, Duty, 

and Voluntary Action" 

 

 

 

Shawn Graves 

Cedarville University 

"Defending the Equal Weight View 

from Some Problem Cases" 

 

 

2:55 - 3:05 Coffee Break in Sykes Lobby Coffee Break in Sykes Lobby Coffee Break in Sykes Lobby 

3:05 - 3:45 

 

James McLachlan, panelist 

Western Carolina University 

"Beyond the Self, Beyond Ontology:  

Levinas’ Reading of Shestov’s Reading of 

Kierkegaard" 

*Panel Respondent: Julie Meadows, 

Presbyterian College 

 

 

Samuel Murray 

Wake Forest University 

"God and Normativity: A Revised Divine 

Command Theory of Ethics" 

 

 

 

 

 

Christopher Cloos 

San Jose State University 

"Against the Total Evidence Requirement" 

 

 

 

 

 

3:50 - 4:30 

 

David Roberts 

University of South Carolina at 

Lancaster 

"The Power of Evil is the Problem of Evil"

 

 

Kristen Wells 

UNC Wilmington 

"How Guilty is God? A Response to Aaron 

Ridley and Mathias Risse" 

 

 

Ben McCraw 

University of Georgia 

"A New Take on Epistemic Trust" 

 

 

 

Break:  4:30 - 5:00 p.m. 

Sykes Auditorium Lobby 



Session IV: Saturday, 5:00 - 6:30 p.m. 
 

Sat. 

5:00 - 6:30 

 

Session A: Meaning of Life and 

Philosophy of Religion 

Location: Sykes 28 

Chair: Paul Johnson 

Southern Seminary 

 

 

Session B: Vagueness 

Location: Sykes 222 

Chair: Will Kiblinger 

 Winthrop University 

 

 

 

Session C: Philosophy of 

Science and Aesthetics 

Location: Dana 110 

Chair: Christian Hipp 

Newberry College 

 

5:00-5:45 

 

Michael Willenborg 

Southern Seminary 

"A Cantorian Argument For Theism" 

 

 

 

 

Dennis Earl, SCSP President 

Coastal Carolina University 

"Vague Analysis" 

 

 

 

 

Gordon Purves 

University of South Carolina 

"In Order to Form a More Useful Fiction: 

An Interpretation of Virtual Cracks as 

Non-Fictions" 

 

5:45-6:30 

 

Heath White 

UNC Wilmington 

"Mattering and Mechanism: Why a 

Mechanistic Universe Seems Depressing"

 

 

Chrysoula Gitsoulis 

City College/CUNY 

"Vagueness and the Sorites Paradox" 

 

 

 

Michael Spicher 

University of South Carolina 

"In Support of Aesthetic Experience" 

 

 

Sat. 

5:00 - 6:30 

 

Session D: Applied Ethics 

Location: Dana 202 

Chair: Clint Corcoran 

High Point University 

 

 

 

Session E: Metaphysics and 

Mind 

Location: Dana 302 

Chair: Anne Bezuidenhout 

University of South Carolina 

 

 

Session F: Undergraduate 

Papers 

Location: Sykes 224 

Chair: Mark Wells 

Montreat College 

 

5:00-5:45 

 

Nathan Nobis 

Morehouse College 

"Defending Embryo Experimentation" 

 

 

 

 

David Frost 

UNC Chapel Hill 

"The “In Virtue Of” Question: Towards a 

Transcendental Solution to the Qua 

Problem of Mental Causation" 

 

 

Nick Palmer 

North Carolina State University 

"Ideology, Mechanics, and Structure of 

the Dictatorship of the Proletariat" 

 

 

5:45-6:30 

 

Paul Wilson 

Shaw University 

"Executing the Right to Die 

 

Chris Tweedt 

"A Problem for Numerical Sameness 

without Identity" 

 

Brandon Tinklenberg 

UNC Wilmington 

"Functionalism and Mental State 

Externalism" 

 

Conference Ends 


